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CATSHILL METHODIST CHURCH

OPENING AND DEDICATION BROCHURE

DATA

The question is often posed, "What's in a name ?". People on hearing

CA-f$HlLl- for the first time often raise their" eyebrows, and rernark, "What a

qiiesr name". Local Lore has it that it was named after St Chad, Bishop of York
iind fulere ia in 669 A.D., but tl'lere is no e,Jidence in legai or parochial records that
5up$lCIrts this theory.

The earliest traceable reference to the village in the Assize Rolls of
Worcestershire, is in 122'!, where it iswritten "Catteshulej'while En the court rolls
of the Manon of F{ales {Flalesowen\ in 1412, it l'las become "Catshill Elde"'. lt
nray sound "lnfra dig" to associate the origins of the name witl'r the wild eat, bttt
there seerns no getting away from the fact that the simple meaning sf Catshill, is

the F{il! or House of the Cat, nestling on the lower slopes of the l-ickey Hills.

eatshill is in the heart of Worcestershire, and in recent years has beeorne a place of
great popularity to iive, being adjacent to the M.5 Motorway, and withEn cornmute!'
distance of the IVlidland Engineering lndustry.

Our village can make no claim to historical fame. NIo great event is

recelrded in lts annais, except such as are preserved in the church vest!"y, bare records'

of baptism, marriaEe, and funerals.

There is very little iocal industry in the village. Weaving and button
iroking were earlier prohrabilities, br-rt for two centuries it's staple industry was nail-

,making. This died out in the 1930's and most workers now travel to the Austin
Works, or Garringtons at Bn*-r,sgrove.

"Our Chapel", a history of Primitive Methodism in the village was

written by the Rev Arthur Wilkes in 1931 , and suggests that it was in 1823 that the

evangelists took their stand in Bromsgrove, and that about 1831 the fifst converts in

Catshill met in a rented room in Barley Mow [-ane. Those early pioneers, men and

v\@men of faith and vision, undaunted by opposition and often physical violence,
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We(e ?hgr't,s:jnders rrl l.he rl.urch in CatShrii Th.qy hav* b#el 6u{,'i"ee*9d SY $er'et

aLrqns of eqr:al{r, ,r:rlai ehristians who harie uplleceil and eomnrunicated the faith, sc
'that roday we haiie rnembers who can traee their sfi*sstii'y baek to ?hese eari'y

eonverts.

Frorn Bar-ley Mow [-ane, these enthusrasts moved to GoidenCross

Lane, and burit a new church dn 'r851, to aceommodafe iwo l-rundred heaners, at a

cost of fg5. ?, 0d" with the newly appoirrted mdnister, the Rev Joseph Haii" to
resrde at Catshrit ss the head of the arcuit. in 1868, yet another" ehurch was built

{Demo1ashed sn '1967) f6r'{.198. This eaused gneat excitement, and the "Society"
was vei"y flounish'rng s66 yigsrer"is for fonty Years. Then again in 1910 the people

had a mind to bu{[d the church whicrr wes opened on Septemben '!5th 1910 by Mrs

Martha Gibbrns of Barnt G;'een, and cost f884.

Two great v\rars camer and rnany of our fEne young men never

r€turned, but the Spirit sf Jesus was a[[ve, the chunch grew, and when peace was

re$ored [n 1945, a Thanksgiving Fund was opened" As a resuit, a New Vestry, and
other amenities wene added in "!953"

The great step fonward took place En September '[96'1, when the
Quarterly t\4eeting decided that Catshill shou[d have its own Minaster exactly One
Hundned Years after the flrst Ministen ressded there" We record with thankfulnes
the gracanus ministry of Bev and Mrs W.N"J. Hutchens who came at an oppor"tune
tinre, bn!nging wath them great gifts of understanding and christian grace to lead

and inspire us. Before they left in 1966, plans were in hand for the buEBdtng of the
Present New Church.

Srnee the coming of the Rev and Mrs Tony BulBock, things have moved
naprdly" New Members have been added bringing w[th them new ideas. lt is
invidious to single ouf names, but thanks of the many are due to the few who have
planned, and those w'ho have supported them.

"The future is bright if our hearts are right,
lf our lives are in touch with God.
Let us journey an where the saints have trod,
Trusting afways in His great might."

K.C.'{Uilkes.
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The Service will be conducted by

Rev Cecil F. Guy, M.A.,Superintendent Minister of the

Bromsgrove Circuit.

The Opener will be

Mr S.W= Howard, the Honorary Trust Secretary.

The ehurch will be dedtcated bY

Rev Tony Bullock, Minister of the Church'

The Preacher will be

Rev W. N. Jannes Hutchens, former Minister of the Church"

The Key witl be presented bY

Mr Donald G. Cornfield, A.R.l.B.A., the Architect.

The Organist wilt be

Mr R. K. Wilkes.

The Lessons will be read bY

tVt Paul Bartlett Lang and Mr James Stephens.

The Vote of Thanks on behalf of the Trustees will be gtven by

Mr R. E. Wagstaff

The Yocal Soloist will be Neville Hazelwood- Accompiankt Alan Walker'

Relay Equipment and Recording by courtesy of Mr Tony Flack.

After the Service, light refreshmentswill be served in the Youth Hall.
3.



ORDER OF SERVICE

At 2"55 p"m. the congregation beang assembled, the Church doors will be locked,
the opener and the architect being inside"

At 3.0 p"m" outsfrde the church, the Mintsters wiil proceed to the church door,
and the Superintendent Minister will knock on the door.

within the church, the Archctect will present the key to the opener, Mr s.w.
Howard; who will then open the door and say :-

"In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, I declare the doors of this church open for the
worship of Almighty God, and the Service of this community.
Serve the Lord with Gladness, enter His gates with thanks.
giving, and His courts with praise.,,

Minister: "o eome let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the.roe{<
of our mlvation, let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let
us worship Him with songs of Praise.,,

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

With Gladness we wonship rejoice as we sing
Free heants and free voices how blessed to bring,
The Oid thankfu! story shall scaie thine abode,
Thou king of a{X.glory most boumlfui God,

2, Benewed by Thy Spirit Redeemeci by Thy Son.
Thy chiiCren ssvp's T 6se f or alr Thou haSt'dOne,
Oh Fathen retlirnii$ to l-oie and to L;ght,
Thy ehildren are yearning to praise Thee aright.

Minister: Let us pray.

4.

2" Thy right would we give Thee true homage
Thy due,

And honour eternal the universe through
With ati thy creation easth heaven and sea,
ln one acclamation we celebrate Thee.

4. We join with the angels and so there is given,
From eartli Hailelujah in answer to heaven"
Amen be tho$ glorious below and above
Redeerning, victorious, and infinite love,

r^-- aL_, Al1ight},,Go{r.qhory the heavere of heavens cannot contain, much
,ess tliese walls made with hands, who yet has promised Thy presence'wrreie
tw* e,.r thri:o are gathered in Thy name. we praise Thee for tne *orst ip oi fhy
house; j"'*i"the rnen'lories that gather as we bow in Thy presence; foi the
ministry of Thy word and the grace and comfort of rhy table; for the fet!ow-
ship of Thy people, and the faithfu! serv;ce and witness of consecrated lives; and



for our communion with those who have joined the church triumphant" Bless

drs now with Thy presence as we meet to dedicate this house to Thy most holy
wsrship; enrich us continually by Thy grace, and dBrect us by Thy Spirit, that
all we do in Thy name may be truly wrought in Thee, through Jesus Chrlst Our
Lord. AMEN"

THE LORD'S PRAYER

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

(1 Kings Chapter 7 v 51, and Chapter I w 22.3A!.

Read by Mr Paul Bartlett Lang, Secretary of the Joseph Rank Benevolent Trusts.

HYIVIN

2Christ is our Corner stone

On Him alone we build
With His true saints alone,
The courts of heaven are filled
On His great love our hopes we place,

Of present grace and joys above.

3. Here gracious God do Thou
For evermore draw nigh;
Accept each faithful vow,
And mark each suppliant sigh;
ln copious shower on alI who pray
Each Holy day Thy blessings pour.

O Then with hymns of praise.

These hallowed courts shall ning

Our voices we will raise

The three in one to sing,
And thus proclaim in joyful,song

Both loud and long that glorious name"

4. Here may we gain from heaven

The grace which we implore;
And may that grace once given

Be with us evermore;
Until that day when all the blest
To endless rest are called away.

AMEN,

TREASURER'S REPORT by Mr G.V. Neal, Hon Building Fund Treasurer.

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

(Colossians Chapter 3 w 1-17)

Read by Mr James Stephens, a Local Preacher and fVlember of this Church.

VOTE OF TI'IANKS by lVlr R.E. Wagstaff, on behalf of the Trustees"

ANTHEM
("Magnify, Glorify'i from Belshazzars Feast by Root) 5.
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THE SERMON

HYMN

TENOR SOLO. "lf Ye Truly Seek Him" (Mendelsohn,s Etiiah).
(Sung by Neville Hazelwood).

THE DEDICATION

(All Standing)

Ministq.' Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up unto the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.

People: lt is meet and right so to do.

Minister: lt is meet right and our bounden duty that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks unto Thee, o Lord, Hory Father, ermightt
ahd Everlasting God.

Minister & People:

1. Ye servants of God, your master proclaam
And pubiish abroad His wonderful name,
The name at! victorious of Jesus extol,
His kingdom is glonious and rules oven all"

3" SAlvation to God who sits on the throne,
Let all ery afoud and honour the Son;
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim
FaiN down on thein faees and worship the Lamb.

MINISTER:

6"

2. God ruleth on high almighty to $ave,
And still He is nigh. His presence we have,
The great congregation His triumph shali sing"
AscrBbing salvation to Jesus our King.

4- Then let us adore and give Him His right
All gtory and powen" all wisdom and might
All honour and blessing with angels above
And thanks never ceasing and infinite Love.

Therefore with Angels and Archangers and with ail the company of
Heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising
Thee and saying, Holy, Holy, noiy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and
eai'th are full of rhy grory, Grory be to Thee oh Lord rnost high.

AMEN.
' "Beloved in the Lord, we rejoice that God has put it into the hearts of

His people to buird this house to His grory. we now meet to conse-
crate it and set it apart for the worst,i-p oi ol*inh., i;;. Let us
therefore solemnly dedicate this house and the ir,;ng, of this sanctuary-r;to their proper and sacred uses.

i
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AT THE FONT THE MINISTER SHALL SAY :
Jesus said, all authority has been given to me, in heaven and on earth.
go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them into
the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and
lo I am with you always even unto the end of the world.

Qrant Oh Lord that whosoever shaH come here to be baptised with
water, shall also receive the Baptism of Thy Holy Spirit, and being
recelved into Thy church, may ever be numbered among Thy faithful
children. AMEN.

AT THE PULPIT THE MINISTER SHALL SAY:
We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your
servants for Jesus's sake. For God who commanded the light to shine
out of the darkness hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the Glory of Grid in the face of Jesus Christ

Grant Oh Lord that Thy Holy Word may be proclaimed here with
faithfulness, and in the power of Thy Spirit, to the calling of many to
repentance, and to the edifying of Thy church through Jesus Christ
our Lord. AMEN.

AT THE ORGAN THE MINISTER SHALL SAY :

, lt is a good thing to sing praises to our God. Praise God in His
Sanctuary" Praise Him for His mighty acts. Praise Him with the
Psaltery and Harp. Praise Him with stringed instruments and organs.
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.

Almighty God stir up Thy gifts wtthin us we humby beseech Thee,
that Thy house may be filled with joy and gladness, and that thanks-
giving and the voice of melody may be found therein. [Vlay the
ministry of music enable us to worship Thee both with our lips and
with our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

AT THE COMMUNION TABLE THE MINISTER SHALL SAY :

"The Lord Jesus in the same night in which He was betrayed, took
bread, and when he had given thanks He broke it and said, "Take,eat,
this is my body which is broken for you do this in remembrance of
lVle." ln the same way He took the cup after supper saying "This
cup is the New Covenant in My blood, this do as oft as ye shall drink
it in remembrance of Me."

We render thanks to Thee O God for the passion, death, and
7,



resur!"ection of Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and for the vlctory
over death and the grave which He has obtained for al! who believe in
Him, and we pray that whenever Thy people shall gather in obedience
to His cornrnand around Thy table, they may do so with penitent
heart, and lively faith, and in perfect love, that He may be known in
the breaking of the bread. AMEN.

TENOR SOLO "Bless This House" (Sung by Neville Hazelwood).

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

M inister: "To the Glory of God the Father who has called us by His Grace,
And of His Son who loved us and gave Himself for us,
And of the Holy Spirit who illumines and sanctifies us,

We dedicate this house.

"For the worship of God in prayer and praise,
For the preaching of the everlasting gospet,
For the celebration of the Holy Sacraments,

People:

Minister:

People:

lWinister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

We dedicate this house.

"For the comfort of all who mourn,
For the strength of all who are tempted,
For the light of all who seek the way,

We dedicate this house.

"For the hallowing of family life,
For the teaching and guiding of the young,
For the perfeit"ing. of the:.sqints,

We dedicate this house.

"For the conversion of sinners,
For the promotion of righteousness,
For the extension of the Kingdom of God,

We dedicate this house.

"ln the Unity of Faith,
ln the bond of christian brotherhood,
ln charity and goodwill to all,

We dedicate this house.



Minister:

People: We dedicate this house"

Minister & Peopfe:

1. What shail we offer our Good Lord,
Poor nothlngs for His boundless grace,

Fain would we His great Love record,
And worthliy set forth His praflse.

3" So shall our Sives Thy power proclaim,
Thy grace for every slnner free;
Til[ a$i mank[nd shall learn Thy name,
Shall al! stretch out their hands to Thee.

5. O multiply the sowers seed,
And fru[t we every houn shall bgar.
Throughout the worid Thy gospel spread,
Thy everlasting truth declare"

"ln gratitude for the laboursqf all the sa[nts,
ln loving remembrance of those who have finished the course,
ln the hope of blessed immortality through Jesus Christ our Lord,

We now the peopie of this church and congregatron, compassed about
wlth a great ctoud of witnesses, grateful for our heritage, sensible of
the saer"ifice of our fathers in the faith, confessing that apart from us
their work cannot be made perfect, do dedicate ourselves anew to the
worship and service of Aimighty God.
Accept O Lor"d thfis service at our hands, and bless it with such success
as may most tend to Thy glory, and the salvation of Thy people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord" AMEN"

CONGREGAT!ONAL HYMN

2. Great object of our growing iove
To whom our more than ail we owe,
Open the fountarn fnom above,
And iet it our full souls o'erflow.

4. Open a door whlch earth and hell
May strive to shut but strive in vain,
Let Thy word richly in us dWe[[,
And let our gracious fruit remain.

6. We ali [n perfect tove nenewed,
Shall know the greatness of Thy power,
Stand in the temple of our God, as pillars
And go out no mo!"e"

ffne affertory shatt be taken during the singing of this hymn)

RECEPTION OF THE OFFERING

THE DECLARATION

MINISTER; ln the name of the {ather and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
I do now declare this house set apart and consecrated to.the worship.

, ' 
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and seruice of Almighty God, to whom be glory, dominion and
power for ever and ever, AMEN.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN

This this is the God we adore,
Our faithful unchangeable friend,
Whose Love is as great as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.

Tis Jesus the f irst and the last ,

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home,
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come.

BENEDICTION

YOU ARE INVITED TO KEEP THIS ORDER OF SERVICE.

10,
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thc buE[drng of thns chunch has been made poss[b8e,

BY: The rmaginatfron, pat[ence and skli[ of the arehiteet, Mn Donald G.
Cornfleid, A.R.B.B.A", ln [Eaison with Mr J"B. A[{en,.A.R.l.C.S", of Hart
G rIrnone Assoclates (OuantBty Susveyors].

The sympathetEc co-operation of the builders, Messrs Wtffi[am Weaver
Ltd", of Bromsgrove.

The eraftsmanship and hard work of the tradesmen and Sabounens unden
Mn Frank Nokes, the General Foremart, and Mr Tueken Bnown, the slte
Manager.

The technicali competenee of the sub-contractor"s"

BY: The hard wonk and generous givrng of the members of oun conEregatlon,
and fnfiends from a wrde area anound Bromsgrove. Donations of speclal
gifts of furnish$ngs, and donations to the Brick Seheme, are further
necorded In an ilIumrnated book to be kept in the Church"

BY: The genenoslty of the Joseph Rank Benevo[ent Tnusts"
The lVlethodist Department for Chapel Affa[rs"
The Charford Trust"
Legacies and Anonymous g$fts.

The Trustees reeord with grateful thanks the gifts of furnishings as fo$ows :
The Communion Table . donated by The Women'sOwn.
The Baptrsmal Font Stand donated by The Sunday Schoot"
The Pulllt'Bftle . .donated by the Bishop HalE Charity"
The Fulpit Hymn Book donated by The Over 21 C[ub

.donated by The Youth CIub"The Fuiprt Fall , . .

The Colour Stands " . " . .donated by Catshlffi Seouts and Cubs"
The Offertory Plates donated by The Guides, Brownies and Boys'

Ctub.
The Church Carpeting . .given by an anonymous donor.
The Clock . "" . " "donated by Mr and Mrs W"E" Hutter"
TheFlyrnnBoards".". donated by Mr and Mrs H"R" Woodbury.
The Communion Table Flower Bowl donated by The Tuesday at Eight.



8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m
6.00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES, SUNDAY OCTOBER 2OTH.

Holy Communion
Family Worship & Parade Service conducted by Rev T. Bullock.
Evening Worship, followed by Holy Communion conducted by

Rev W. N" James Hutchens.

Tsl:02i-445-2066.

cHuHcFr_9!rl€EBs

MINISTER: Rev Tony Bullock, 8 Braces Lane, Marlbrook, Bromsgrove.

SOCIETY STEWARDS:
Mr C.Coates, '18 Hazelton Close, lVlarlbror:k, Bromsqrove. Tel: Bromsgrove 4844.

l\4r V'J.H. li.rtter, D.K.Hember, T.F.Keight, R.E.Wagstaff, R.K.Wilkes and A.,H.Masters.

TEUST $iFICEfrS:
Secretary: l"4r S.W.Howard, 57 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill. Tel: Bromsgrove 3582.
Jrcasurer: i\4r C. Coates.

Builiirrg F:ui;d Treasurer: t\,lr G.V.t,leal,23 Hazelton fid, I\4arlbrook. Tei : Bror'rt;rove 5115.
f',ays & il'i*;ii: Secretary: Mr,j,B.Cawson,49 Hazelton tsd, l\,4arlbroor. Tel:Bromsgrove 3852.

SUNDAr' }CITAOL:
G+n*r"ei 3i;perintendent: I\/lr i.Stephtsns,39 Hazelton Rd, Marlbrcok.Tel:Sronisgi'cve 5067
Seiratarv: Mr DlK. Hember, 30 Clrurch Rd, Catshill. Tel : B:'omsgrove 3249.

EOYS' CL.AB - OF {: I CE RS:

Mr D. Wilkes, 23 Cottage Lane, Marlbrook.
l\/essrs G. Robinson, J. Stephens, R.G. Luckock, R.K. Wilkes.

GI,IIDES'OFFICERS:

[,4rs,F. Wh;ttemore. 27 L.!r'r'irJie i-;ne, lViarlbrook.

8 B Afilitr" ! E S' C F it ! C E fr S :

Miss D. Pearson, 261 Old Birmirrgham Road, Bromsgrove.
iMrs J. Wilkes, 23 Cottage Lane. Maribrook.

LEADERS'MEET!NG:

Secretery: Mi G.D. flobinsr:n, i7 Firs Close, Marlbrook.

TTiAfuIEN'S OWN:

Secretary: itli's B. Kir:qs,32 Victoria Fioetl, Bromsgr<;ve. Tel: Brornsgrove 2"l39"
President: lllrs G. illanrring, 34 {lalden Crosri i-ane, Catshill.

CHAI R:
Secretary: Mrs R.E.Wagstaf i.24 Goiden Cross Lane, Catshill" Tel:Brornsgror;e 3436.
Choirmaster: [4r J, Dr:rston, ]t"i Bracken Grcve, Catshill.
OrEanist: Mr il.K. Wilkes, ?,, {ioiden {,trcss Lane, Catshill. Tel: Bronisgrove 4768.
Asst. Organists: Mr B. Rutter and Mrs D.K. Hember.

TUESDAY AT EIGHTT Sec: Mrs P.Cawson.
OVER 21 CLUB Sec: Mrs F. Whittemor€.


