
     Operation Christmas Child 2016 

    Kidderminster / Stourport Warehouse Update 
 

First of all, many thanks to everyone who supported this year’s Shoebox Appeal. 
 

Once again, we were blessed with an absolutely fantastic response, from 

churches, schools, nurseries, workplaces, groups, families and individuals 

of all ages, who filled Shoeboxes; the folk who obtain and prepare ‘fillers’ 

for the Shoeboxes; the car and van drivers who delivered them to our 

warehouse in Stourport; all the volunteers who processed them; as well 

as all the volunteers at our ‘satellite’ warehouse, based at Longbridge 

Baptist Church; through to the loaders who packed them onto the lorry. 
 

So many people – So many “THANK YOUs!” 
 

    We finished with a total of 12,384 Shoeboxes! 
 

More important than this amazing number was that, as well 

as the gifts they contained, every Shoebox was packed full 

of love. 
 

It was a real privilege for all of us involved at the 

warehouses to have been able to play our small part in 

getting each of these special gifts to the children. 
 

Initially we understood that the Shoeboxes received at our 

warehouse were going to Belarus, however this all changed 

during week two, when we were advised that the destination was 

to be the Subiu area of central Romania.  The same country 

where Operation Christmas Child started back in 1990. 
 

Samaritan’s Purse identifies two main areas of concern in 

Romania, firstly poverty, illiteracy and discrimination facing the 

Roma, who number over 600,000.  Second, and although the past 

20 years have brought significant improvements in childcare, 

including closure of large institutions, greater use of foster 

care, and an improved legal framework; the number of children 

separated from their parents and living in care is still very high 

almost 70,000.  Local authorities are overworked, underfunded 

and lack the necessary training. 
 

So on Friday 2nd December we filled (front to back – top to bottom) a very large 

lorry with 10,518 Shoeboxes (in 1,026 cartons) and wished the driver Doran 

Nicolae, a safe journey home to Romania. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, for now, thank you again and best wishes for a Blessed & Peaceful Christmas 

Katy, David, Barrie and John 

 

 

 

 

1,210 Cartons 

(12,384 Shoeboxes) 
 

10,518 Shoeboxes 

(1,026 Cartons) 

The remainder (1,876 Shoeboxes) were taken to the Dudley warehouse which 

was also sending to Romania. 


